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Math

In 7th grade math, the young mathematicians successfully learned
real world strategies on calculating tax, tip, markup, and discount.
Our eager learners demonstrated their knowledge at “Algebros Cafe”
where they browsed different menus in order to simulate eating at a
restaurant.

We could not let Pi Day (March 14) pass
without celebrating and learning about the
relationship between the diameter,
circumference, and other fun facts! This led us

right into our Geometry Unit. The students have learned how to
calculate perimeter, area, and surface area, of 2D and 3D shapes.
The students participated in an inquiry lab where they were able
to use toothpicks and marshmallows to create 3D figures and
define vocabulary. We are ending the unit learning how to find the
volume of prisms and pyramids.

We plan to wrap up the year with learning about topics in Probability and Statistics.
The math teachers are very proud of how diligent the 7th graders were in their studies
this year and we wish them all the best in 8th grade math!

Language Arts
Over the past two months, we have completed a novel study of Walter Dean Myers, novel,
Monster. Students have been challenged to analyze author’s craft moves such as
symbolism, flashbacks, allusions, and theme.  For culminating activities, students
prepared symbolism show and tell presentations where they explained how their object
created a deeper layer of meaning and helped to develop a universal message of the
novel.  Additionally, students created Monster Chalk murals reflective of literary elements.
The 7th grade is currently embarking on a narrative journey based on the world of
Monster where they will infuse skills of: imagery, dialogue, foreshadowing, flashback



technique, and explore strong narrative endings.  To close out our year, we will complete
our abilities book club!

Science
In 7th Grade Science, students are now studying the final major unit for the school year -
evolution by natural selection - focusing on how the Earth has changed over billions of
years. They have been busy creating natural selection cartoons, pretending to be
finches and camouflaging butterflies to learn about the importance of adaptations, and
investigating the role of fossils in piecing together the history of life on Earth. Students
have been excited to learn how drastically Earth has changed over its 4.6 billion year
history and the different lifeforms that once inhabited the planet. We will finish our study
of evolution by examining human ancestors and the first appearance of Homo sapiens or
modern humans. It has been a fun and rewarding school year in science!

STEM7
This marking period, GCMS students in STEM have been
busy testing out the Engineering Design Process in so
many ways! Seventh grade engineers are presenting their
finished prosthetic hands to their peers. As part of the
final presentation, the hand must also be able to stack up
plastic cups. This project was a great way for students to
reflect on what modifications made their prosthetic hand
better in the end.  It's important for students to realize
that failure is part of learning, and by making changes,

their prototypes can be even better than before. Give the 7th graders a "hand!"

Social Studies
What are state powers?  What are federal powers?  How do they work together?  Do they
compete?  All of these questions and more were explored through text analysis and the
Federalism Mural project.  Student groups brainstormed, designed and then created a
mural depicting how federalism works.  The only stipulation was that they could use no
words or numbers on the mural.  The amazing products ranged from abstract to

concrete ideas.



World Language

Students in Spanish increased their vocabulary by learning new -ar verbs and the
vocabulary that is associated with our school.  From school supplies to places in school.
This allowed the students to express themselves as to what they do in school.  They also
learned the prepositions to indicate where the school supplies were located.   We are
ending the year with the verb “gustar” and verbs like “gustar” allowing students to talk
about their likes, dislikes, what they love to do or are fascinated with, what they are
annoyed by or what they need.  Our students are ready to have conversations if they
visit a Spanish speaking country during their vacation!

Students in Italian Intro are learning about the great city of Rome and many of
its most famous monuments like Il Colosseo, La Fontana di Trevi, and La Basilica

di San Pietro to name a few.  Students are researching and presenting their work in
groups via Slide show presentations.



At-Home Strategies
Each newsletter will spotlight a strategy you can use at home to support your child's
learning. This month's focus is on avoiding the “summer slide” by the Children’s Literacy
Initiative.

What is Summer Slide?
You may have heard the term “summer slide” from teachers or other parents, but what
does it mean? Summer Slide is what happens when the skills students learn during the
school year are lost or forgotten over the summer. When kids don’t practice their reading
skills during the summer months, they can fall behind by the time school starts again.
Summer may be winding down, but it’s not too late to polish up those reading skills in time
for September!

How can I prevent Summer Slide?

1. Choose the Right Books: Think of this as the “Goldilocks Effect.” If your kid’s book is too
easy, she’ll get bored. If her book is too hard, she’ll get frustrated and give up. When your
child reads a “just right” book, she should be challenged but engaged. Ask your child’s
teacher or a children’s librarian for help if you’re not sure what your child’s reading level
is.

2. Set Goals: Sit down with your child and set some summer reading goals together.
Depending on your child’s age, you might want to shoot for one book a week, or an hour
of reading time a day. Make sure your goals are realistic, and set up a reward system. For
example, if she finishes three books, take a trip to the movie theater or get an ice cream
cone.

3. Make it fun! Your kids will want to read if you sneak books into all the fun activities you
do. Heading to the beach? Pack some books with you. Try going on a “reading picnic” in
the park. Play games or puzzles together that will require your child to read words. Sing
songs or nursery rhymes with younger ones.

4. Go the Library: Public libraries often have great summer programs for kids, and these
are usually inexpensive or free. While you’re there, let your child pick out some new books
– he’ll be much more excited to crack open a book if he chose it himself.

5. Read Every Day: Practice makes perfect, and reading is no exception! Show your kids
that reading is a priority, and they will treat it that way too. In the meantime, enjoy
snuggling up with your child and sharing a book – these moments will help establish a love
of reading and a closer bond with your family.


